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they appealed from the Convention to the Commune of Paris,
Chaumette abruptly told them "that the Republic had no
need of Joans of Arc." Thus deprived of active participation
in politics, the market-women became the tricoteuses, or
knitting-women, who used to take their seats in the Place de
la Revolution, and watch the guillotine as they knitted. Their
active power for good or harm was gone, and it is important
to grasp this fact, because, in most accounts of the Terror, the
market-women are made to play an important part, and are
represented as exercising an influence which they had lost, and
which the Great Committee and the Commune took care they
should not regain.

Life during the Terror in Paris has been described just now
as being, in all essential particulars, very similar to life in
Paris at any other period. But it differed in little things, in
little affectations of liberty and equality, which are amusing
to study. The fashions of dress everywhere betrayed the new
order of things. A few men, such as Robespierre, might still
go about with powdered hair and in knee-breeches, but the
ordinary male costume of the time was designed to contrast
in every way with the costume of a dandy of the ancien
regime. Instead of breeches, the fashion was to wear trousers;
instead of shoes, top-boots; and instead of shaving, the young
Parisian prided himself on letting his moustache grow. In
female costume a different motive was at work. Only David's
art disciples ventured to imitate the male apparel of ancient
Gieece and Rome, but such imitation became the fashion
among women. Waists disappeared; and instead of stiffened
skirts and narrow bodices, women wore short loose robes,
which they fancied resembled Greek chitons, sandals took
the place of high-heeled shoes; and the hair, instead of being
worked up into elaborate edifices, was allowed to flow down
freely. For ornaments, gun-metal and steel took the place
of gold, silver, and precious stones, for every woman was
supposed, as a true republican, to have sent her jewellery
to the National Treasury, and the favourite design was the
guillotine. Little guillotines were worn as brooches, as ear-